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Student journalism is alive and well 
Garth Mclennan 
Editor in Chief 
T here is a common perception out there that print is dead. With the rise of the digital age and 
the highly publicized collapse of the 
Canwest Empire, it's easy to believe that 
newspaper journalism is going the way of 
the dinosaur. 
That may be the common perception 
out there right now, but if you were a part 
of the annual CUP (Canadian University 
Press) conference in Montreal this year, 
you could certainly be excused for 
thinking otherwise. 
Every year, student journalists 
from across Canada gather at a different 
(and usually bitingly cold) city to better 
their crafts. Professional writers and 
reporters of all strips are brought in to 
lead workshops on basically every area 
of the press you could think of. Having 
just returned from such a conference I 
can in all confidence say that there is no 
shortage of aspiring and talented print 
journalists out there. 
I'll be the first to admit that student 
journalism isn't at its all time peak. The 
internet and innumerable other sources of 
information have somewhat stemmed the 
tide of the traditional student newspaper, 
and that has only been exacerbated in 
recent years by ever-rising print costs 
and the major blow sustained by the 
advertising industry thanks to the global 
recession. 
However, attending the CUP national 
conference only reinforced, and perhaps 
shi~ed a new light on, for me at least, just 
how special and worthwhile the business 
that you're holding in your hands (or 
reading about on our shiny new website) 
really is. It really showed just how 
passionate, committed and dedicated so 
many people are out there to making their 
respective student papers the very best 
that they can be. 
I know that I've used this space 
several times since I've taken stewardship 
of The Other Press to badger and harp 
on you guys to get as involved as you 
possibly can in our fine publication, and 
I'm going to do it one more time (at 
ieast). 
There are a ton of opportunities 
opening up at The Other Press all the 
time, and trips to places like Montreal 
are just a few of them. Like most things 
in life, you tend to get more out of our 
paper with the more you put in, and I 
can't think of a better place to meet new 
people. Joining this paper has been, 
without a doubt, the best part of coming 
to Douglas College for me. From making 
friends I'll have for life to going on 
unbelievable trips to just simply seeing 
my name in print (seriously, it's pretty 
cool), I truly can't say enough about The 
Other Press and being a part of it. 
Doesn't that sound like something 
you'd want to be a part of? We meet 
every Monday at six. Come check us out. 
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Everything you need to know about university transfer 
By Maria Asselin-Roy, 
Staff Reporter 
y Douglas College students 
urrently attending Douglas 
here to complete their 
university degree. Several students 
are taking their first and second year 
courses at either campus so that they can 
save money and benefit from a smaller 
learning environment. The thing is, 
after students complete their first and 
second year courses they have no idea 
where to go from there and how the 
whole university transfer process works. 
This infotmation can be found by doing 
hours of searching on the internet, or by 
reading this article. 
Many students wishing to transfer 
like to finish their first two years (60 
credits) here at Douglas, after 60 credits 
you will receive your Associates degree. 
The Associates degree can specialize 
in various subjects such as literature, 
performing arts, language, humanities, 
social sciences, business, sciences, and 
many more. Each Associates degree 
requires certain courses to complete. 
For example, the Associate of Arts 
degree usually requires six credits of 
a first year English electives, three 
credits of a math, statistics or science 
electives, three credits of a first year lab 
science, along with six or more credits 
in social sciences, humanities, and arts. 
This is not the same for all Associates 
degrees. In choosing your courses for 
each semester, it is important to do the 
research to make sure that the courses 
of your choice transfer to your ideal 
university. This can be done by visiting 
www.bctransferguide.ca and selecting 
your course in the course search. 
The BC transfer guide lists all of the 
courses and programs where transfer 
agreements have been established by 
receiving institutions. If you have taken 
courses outside of BC and want to 
transfer to a university in the province, 
you must apply to the universitY and if 
the university has accepted the student, 
you will automatically be evaluated for 
the transfer credit. 
Basically, if all of your courses 
are transfer acceptable by the BC 
transfer guide, you are on the right path. 
However, if a transfer credit is denied, 
this is because: one course was taken 
when a two course combination was 
required, you failed the course or did not 
receive a high enough grade, the course 
was taken too long ago, you took too 
many courses, (more than 60 credits so 
the other credits cannot be used towards 
your degree) or you took two courses 
that are equivalent to the same course at 
a receiving institution, so you will only 
receive credits for one of those courses. 
Before you transfer, plan ahead. 
Once you know the program and 
universities you are interested in, you 
should do the research. First you must 
look through the academic calendar 
and review the website of the university 
and find out the requirements.lt really 
helps to speak to an academic advisor in 
your chosen department so that they can 
answer any questions you have. Next 
thing you must do is get admitted to the 
university, assuming you have all the 
requirements. Usually transfer students 
require a minimum GPA of a C (2.00 
average) with a minimum of24 credits 
of the right courses for your program. 
Next, you must arrange to send all of 
your official transcripts. Only you can 
do this as it unfortunately does not 
happen automatically. In doing this you 
have to go to all previous institutions 
and ask for your transcript to send to the 
Starbucks logo change creates uproar 
By Karin Keefe 
S tarbucks Coffee has announced that it is revamping its logo as of March 2011. The words 
"Starbucks Coffee" have been 
removed, as well as the outside circles 
around the siren/mermaid, giving her 
a bigger focus. The logo is no longer 
black and green; it is now all green. 
CEO Howard Schultz discusses 
the logo in a video posted on the 
Starbucks website. He says that the 
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new logo is "more suitable to the 
future" and that it gives Starbucks 
"the freedom and flexibility to think 
beyond coffee." 
However, he is quick to reassure 
customers of Starbucks' commitment 
to coffee. He goes on to say, "We will 
continue to be and we always will be 
the world's leading purveyor of the 
highest quality coffee." 
The response to the new logo has 
been fast and generally furious. At last 
check, Schultz's video bad received 
university. (This usually 
.costs a small fee) 
Assuming you 
have all of the general 
requirements, you are 
ready for transfer. There 
are just a few things to 
keep in mind after you 
transfer from a college to 
a university. First of all, 
the transition can often be 
more difficult than you 
expect. High school and 
college students discover that classes are 
exceptionally larger, from 40 students 
per class to 400. Instructors usually have 
higher expectations for the students as 
well because the general atmosphere of 
university classes is more competitive. 
This causes nervousness and anxiety 
in some students, so researchers have 
some advice for students just starting at 
a university. 
You must be prepared to change 
your strategies. Because the instructors 
expect more out of you, you must do so 
in order to be successful. You will most 
likely have to read more as the tests 
are usually harder and the papers are 
marked harder as well. Several students 
have said that the large classes were too 
intimidating to ask questions in, so tliey 
asked those questions in tutorials after 
class. Some more helpful advice is to 
find out what your professor expects out 
of his/her students right away by asking 
other students who have taken the class 
or looking up their classes online. It is 
also a good idea to talk with the advisors 
of that particular faculty you are in, 
so they can help you with what books 
or websites you can use for helping 
you understan.d the material better and 
answer any questions you have. A great 
study approach is to study with other 
843 comments, and a message from 
the creative manager had received a 
further 308. Most of them negative. 
The customers get to the point 
quickly. "Who's the bonehead in your 
marketing department that removed 
the world-famous name of Starbucks 
Coffee from your new logo?" asks 
MirniKatz. Another customer, 
EdwardCannata, disliked the changes 
so much he made his own revision 
and included the link for others to 
comment on. 
· .. :· 
students, so forming a study group is 
helpful in sharing everyone's ideas. 
Also, keep in mind that professors are 
approachable, and if you have a specific 
question it is best to meet with them 
during their posted office hours. 
If you have a student loan, it is 
important that once you transfer you 
must let the government know that you 
are changing schools. If you do not, 
it is possible that you could delay the 
process of your loan application or you 
could not receive as much money as 
you were entitled to. To stop this from 
happening, make sure you complete a 
loan transfer. The government will then 
reassess your student aid based on the 
academic year length, tuition, the cost of 
books, and other various supply costs at 
the new university. 
It is common that once you 
transfer, your grades will go down in 
the first year due to all of these changes. 
However, by doing the best you can 
with study approaches and seeking 
advice, your grades will be back up in 
no time as you adjust to the transfer 
process. For additional infotmation on 
university transfer, it is best to check 
out the Douglas website as well as the 
desired universities website, or better 
yet speak to an academic advisor. 
It's not just the die-hard fans 
who disapprove. On the website 
fastcompany.com blogger Roberta 
Matuson comments, "I'm thinking the 
people at Starbucks are inhaling their 
own coffee vapours." 
Some observers are wondering if 
this logo change will be like the failed 
attempt by The Gap to change its logo 
last fall, or the New Coke in the 1980s 
which quickly reverted to the original 
in the face of consumer anger. 
Celebrity sighting in Vancouver 
By Jessica Hewitt 
B ig Hollywood stars Tom Cruise and Joshua Jackson are in town this week as Mission Impossible 
N: Ghost Protocol and the newest 
season of Fringe begins filming. 
You don't also want to forget 
Cruise's entourage-Katie Holmes 
and Suri Cruise were also spotted in 
Vancouver. Recent photos have shown 
Holmes grocery shopping at Whole 
Foods, riding a stationary bike at the 
Steve Nash Fitness Club on Granville 
Street and shoe shopping with Suri at 
Holt Renfrew. 
Photos surfaced of Cruise and 
film crews stationed under the Burrard 
Street Bridge and exchanging "hellos" 
to curious onlookers. An evening shoot 
outside the Vancouver Convention 
Centre also took place last Thursday 
and Friday. Vancouverites working 
downtown will expect to see numerous 
props including palm trees to make 
Vancouver to look similar to India, the 
scene for the newest action flick. 
Jackson, the Vancouver based actor, 
arrived alone at the Vancouver airport 
sporting a hipster look and a couple of 
carry-ons. An explosion of tweets on 
various Twitter pages disclosed Jackson 
Recent deaths of birds, fish and crabs: 
probably not the apocalypse 
By Karin Keefe 
On New Year's Eve, 5000 blackbirds fell out of the sky in Beebe Arkansas. In the 
days that followed, similar mass deaths 
of birds were reported in Louisiana, 
Kentucky, Sweden and Italy. 
And then dead fish and crabs 
started washing up on far-flung beaches 
in Brazil, New Zealand, England and 
the Eastern US. 
To some it seemed like a global 
catastrophe of biblical proportions. 
However, as scientists explain, the 
causes are much more mundane. 
In an ABC News report, Professor 
of Physics Dr. Michio Kaku states 
that these "die-offs take place every 
single day." According to the US 
Geological Survey, an average of 163 
reports of mass deaths are made to the 
government each year. 
These die-offs can be caused 
by a number of problems including 
pollution, power lines, stormy weather, 
parasites and disease. This winter, 
extreme temperatures are being 
blamed for some of the deaths, such 
. as 40,000 crabs washing up on the 
shore in England. In the US, the New 
Year's custom of setting off fireworks 
is suspected to be the cause of some of 
the bird deaths, while in Italy it seems 
that sunflower seeds are to blame. 
Apparently, a large number of turtle 
doves fell out of the sky after overeating 
sunflower seeds from an oil factory. 
According to biologists, birds 
travel in large numbers and 5000 of 
them falling out of the sky at one time 
is not a lot. It might not have seemed 
that way to the drivers on the main drag 
of Beebe, Arkansas the morning after 
New Year's though. 
and other cast members filming at 
Lonsdale Quay on the North Shore on 
January 12,2011. Despite the interest 
in the actor, no reports have been 
confirmed. 
Don't worry Twilight fans, the 
newest instalment of the 1\vilight 
franchise, Breaking Dawn, will begin 
filming in Vancouver on February 
24 and continue unti1April15 , 2011. 
Expect to see Robert Pattinson, Kristen 
Stewart, Taylor Lautner and the rest of 
the cast in popular metro Vancouver hot 
spots and high-end downtown hotels. 
The two popular CW TV shows 
Supernatural and Smaltville also started 
filming around town last week. 
On Katya Holloway's Twitter 
page residents of Vancouver and area 
are encouraged to keep an eye out for 
celebrities and post photos, locations 
and times. Her page is dedicated to 
providing up-to-the-minute news on 
where to find celebrities in and around 
Vancouver. 
Falcon's "merit pay" scheme for 
teachers sparks education debate 
By Kate Hunt 
B .C. Liberal leadership hopeful Kevin Falcon is getting a taste of controversy since his recently-
revealed plan to create a Master Teacher 
Incentive Program sparked backlash 
from educators. 
On January 4, Falcon announced 
that if he gained the premiership he 
would revamp the pay structure of 
B.C.'s public school teachers to reward 
educators based on performance rather 
than job seniority and experience. 
The plan is based on one recently 
implemented in Australia. 
The British Columbia Teachers' 
Federation (BCTF) has slammed 
the proposal, stating that such a 
policy would place undue emphasis 
on standardized test scores, which, 
according to the BCTF, do not 
accurately reflect a teacher's value 
in the classroom. Critics claim that 
Falcon's plan oversimplifies what makes 
an exceptional educator. Says Joanna 
Larson, President of the Prince Rupert 
District Teachers' Union, "[Quality 
of education] is not something you 
can easily break down. What we're 
doing in our schools is qualitative, not 
quantitative." 
Critics are concerned that Falcon's 
proposed incentive program would 
discourage new teachers from more 
innovative educational practices, such 
as collaborative learning and critical 
thinking. They have also pointed to a 
number of complexities that could be 
overlooked, not the least of which are 
socioeconomic factors . 
BCTF President Susan Lambert 
says performance-based pay for teachers 
is old-fashioned and ineffectual: "It 
would be ludicrous for any Canadian 
jurisdiction to import 'merit pay' or 
'performance pay' -it has been tried 
and has failed many times, both in the 
USA and the UK." 
However, Falcon has dismissed 
claims that the incentives would be 
based solely on outmoded standardized 
testing. ''The criteria could include peer 
evaluation, parental input, improved test 
results, extracurricular school activities, 
and other suggestions that may arise," 
he stated. 
He also insists that the plan is 
intended to reward excellent teachers, 
not stifle them: "Any studies done 
show the best predictor of educational 
achievement is excellent teaching, and 
this needs to be reinforced." Supporters 
of the proposed incentive program 
include Delta School Board chair Dale 
Saip. 
Falcon is one of six candidates 
running for the B.C. Liberal Party 
leadership. The vote will take place on 
February 26. 
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Top 20 most anticipated games of 2011 
By Angela Espinoza 
S orne of you may remember that in last week's issue, I'd begun a top 30 list for 2011 games. 
As we move further down, I can 
honestly tell you this list is becoming 
increasingly difficult to compile. 
To those wondering, most of the 
games omitted here are mainly due 
to extremely shaky release dates (i.e. 
Max Payne 3), in turn making this list 
easier to piece together. So, without 
further adieu, I give you our Top 20 
most anticipated games of 2011. 
20. Brink (Windows, Xbox 360, PS3) 
Often described as the Mirror's 
Edge of first-person shooters, Brink 
aims to bring flair to the FPS genre by 
introducing parkour ("free running")-
based techniques. 
19. inFamous 2 (PS3) 
Once again we follow Cole 
MacGrath as he embarks on a mission 
to improve his electrical powers. This 
time we're in New Marais, and to go 
with our new setting, we're getting a 
crisper-looking Cole and new game-
Download no more 
Chronicles of a Netfllx convert 
By Cody Klyne, Arts Editor 
As someone on a tight selective budget, it should come as no surprise that in my past, 
my methods of acquiring movies and 
television online could be described 
as "suspect" at best. With sticky 
e-fingers, I'd be the first to get my 
hands on a hot off the press DVD 
release or pilfer the newest episode of 
my favourite weekly without a second 
thought. Downloading was a shortcut 
into being a part of the conversation 
without committing my time, or 
money, in a tangible or meaningful 
way. 
Being broke isn't an excuse-for 
the price that I willingly pay for a 
pitcher of beer on a regular basis I • 
could be downloading my fill legally 
and guilt-free-so, with the start 
of the New Year, I'm dropping old, 
shady habits in favour of adopting a 
more on-the-level platform: Netflix. 
This is more than a confession of my 
past wrong doings; it's a proclamation 
of a convert. 
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play techniques involving the Move. 
18. Killzone 3 (PS3) 
Taking place directly after 
Killzone 2, we enter Killzone 3 with a 
consistently lighter tone. Then again, 
what else would you expect from the 
inclusion of jet packs? 
17. The Legend of Zelda: Skyward 
Sword (Wii) 
Serving as a prequel to Ocarina 
of Time , we venture with Link as 
he uncovers the magical properties 
behind the titular Skyward Sword. 
In other words, the Wii continues 
giving us more bang for our buck by 
heavily implementing the MotionPlus 
peripheral when sword fighting . 
16. Diablo 3 (Windows, Mac Os X) 
After nearly eleven years of 
waiting, Blizzard is finally releasing 
the third instalment of the ever-
awesome Diablo series, and that's all 
we need to know. 
15. RAGE (Windows, Mac Os X, 
Xbox 360, PS3) 
From the folks that brought us 
titles such as Doom and Wolfenstein 
comes RAGE. RAGE intends to blend 
elements such as racing, role-playing, 
Here's what my experience with 
Netflix over the holidays has revealed 
to me about my own viewing habits, 
why I've had a change of heart, and 
why I'd encourage curious readers to 
give it a try for themselves: 
Streaming content online makes 
for a quick and convenient way of 
checking out programming that you 
might otherwise not have bothered to 
try. While Netflix Canada is still in its 
infancy compared to its more fully-
featured American counterpart, the 
catalogue of quirky documentaries, 
foreign films, and long since 
cancelled series currently available 
still makes for hours and hours of 
screen time. Note: It turns out I had a 
latent affinity for British comedies. 
Currently offering one free month 
of service for first time subscribers, 
even at the regular cost of $7.99 a 
month, Netflix is a bargain at twice 
the price 
Rid yourself of the guilt of 
downloading without cluttering up 
your shelves with cases, box sets, and 
needless hardcopies. Go green (this 
and FPS into a post-apocalyptic 
setting. 
14. Metal Gear Solid: Rising 
(Windows, Xbox 360, PS3) 
Like MGS2, Raiden will be 
featured as the protagonist throughout 
Rising. If the trailer alone doesn't 
confirm Raiden's place among fellow 
bad-asses, than you must have a death 
wish. 
13. Twisted Metal (PS3) 
The longest-running PlayStation 
franchise returns with a supposedly 
fresh start. It maintains a heavy focus 
on multi player modes , allowing you 
to play with up to sixteen players at 
a time. 
12. Uncharted 3: Drake's Deception 
(PS3) 
In this third instalment to the 
series, we see Nathan Drake and 
Victor Sullivan journeying this time 
to the Rub'al Khali desert in search of 
the legendary Iram of the Pillars. 
11. Resistance 3 (PS3) 
Taking place four years after 
Resistance 2, we follow one Joseph 
Capelli as he's given an opportunity 
to bring down the Chimeran 
my attempt at to your 
already battered sense of eco-guilt) 
and go digital! 
Navigating and streaming Netflix to 
your PC is as easy as typing in the 
name of the movie or show you want 
to watch and clicking play. Better 
yet, if you've got any number of the 
devices that offer a Netflix frontend, 
watching Mad Men on the go, or 
in HD through your Xbox 360, has 
never been easier 
force. Multiplayer modes have 
been revamped and, of course, 
new weapons shall be introduced 
throughout the game. 
Honourable Mention: 
LittleBigPlanet 2 (PS3) (Released 
January 18) 
Like its predecessor, LBP2 is 
reason alone to own a PS3 . The 
story's been expanded, the controls 
are smoother and best of all, your 
abilities to create in this world have 
been vastly improved. To be frank, 
players can do virtually anything 
from creating cut-scenes to designing 
games specifically catered to their 
liking (i.e . role-playing) . 
Don't forget, we'll be counting 
down to the Top 10 in next week's 
issue of The Other Press! 
my ner·so~rn.l. 
uncompromised opinion of the service 
provided by Netflix. Netflix,/nc. 
has in no way made any attempts at 
making direct contact with myself, 
The Other Press; nor have they 
lined my pockets with money, rubies, 
or rupees (though it'd be swell if 
they would.) I just really, really like 
Netflix. 
Sharing adventures and smiles 
'Cthulhu Saves the World' offers evil ice cream, angry lady apes, 
and dancing zombies 
By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Reviewer 
The Xbox Live Indie Game centre was conceived with the intent to give up and coming 
game designers a chance at fulfilling 
their dreams - that and gaining an 
extra buck for Microsoft. As many of 
these games are various developers' 
first release, the majority of them tend 
to be glitchy, poorly animated, or just 
plain bad, no matter how much love 
was put into them. Game developing 
is certainly not on my radar for career 
choices, but what I've learned as a 
gamer is not to attempt innovation 
(something many try and fail at), 
but to take an already existing idea 
and be creative with it. While not 
everybody can make the next I MAED 
A GAM3 WITH ZOMBIES IN IT!!! I 
(2009), one of Xbox 's best -selling 
indie games, I can honestly say that 
Cthulhu Saves the World (2010) may 
actually be the best of all the indie 
games. 
Cthulhu Saves the World is an 
RPG reminiscent of the original 
Legend of Zelda and Earthbound/ 
Mother games, just to name a few. 
Obviously, you play as the dark lord 
Cthulhu, a terrifying creature who 
fell from space long ago. After years 
of living in the depths of the ocean, 
Cthulhu has finally risen in order 
to destroy the world. However, the 
narrator soon informs him that the 
world has already been taken over 
by a separate force. It then becomes 
clear that in order for him to destroy 
the world, Cthulhu must first save 
it. Along the way, Cthulhu makes 
several allies, including his number 
one groupie, Umi, the crazy babbling 
wizard, Dacre, and Paws the alien 
cat. Your goal is to defeat multiple 
monsters and demons until you've 
collected enough hero points to be 
considered a true hero, similar to the 
'your princess is in another castle' 
concept. 
To those unfamiliar with H.P. 
Lovecraft, I have to question how you 
even made it into post secondary. I 
say this because, amongst the writer's 
many popular stories and their 
numerous adaptations (e.g. Herbert 
West-Reanimator, The Dreams in 
the Witch House), Lovecraft's most 
popular creation is arguably Cthulhu. 
Not only does Cthulhu Saves the 
World play on the creature's mythos 
and immense following, but it also 
references many other Lovecraft 
works; for example, your progress 
is recorded in the Necronomicon. 
As can be expected, the game places 
Cthulhu in many ridiculous situations 
and speaking completely out of the 
horrific character Lovecraft created. 
The fact that Cthulhu is provided with 
a love interest is in itself fantastic on 
so many levels. 
The one and only complaint I 
continue to read about, though, is 
the lack of a world map. The world 
itself is not difficult to maneuver 
around once you've obtained a 
certain character. The dungeons and 
caves on the other hand range from 
straight-forward strolls to aggravating 
labyrinths. Oddly enough, while 
this can indeed be stressful, I found 
the lack of maps to be a test of 
memory, and practically nostalgic 
as they reminded me so much of the 
older Pokemon games. 
Zeboyd Games, previously 
known for Breath of Death VII: 
The Beginning (2010), are the 
brilliant minds behind Cthulhu 
Saves the World. As stated earlier, 
finding a great indie game is rare, 
but to find such a hilarious, fun, 
and well-developed 10-12 hour 
game as Cthulhu for a mere $3.00 
(240 Microsoft Points) is akin to 
finding the Holy Grail. It is currently 
available on the Xbox 360, and 
with any luck, will find a place on 
additional platforms very soon. 
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Tallying Souvenirs from a Decade of Dating 
By Sharon Miki 
One Quantum Optix spinning-combo fishing rod 
-tags still attached-from the alcoholic narcissist 
with the canary-yellow Hummer H2 
that said I just needed to be more "one" with nature. 
One plaid, school-girl style skirt in a four-
I'm an eight-from the pasty faux-gangster wankster 
with the sugar cube-sized zirconium earrings 
who made me watch MTV twenty-four seven. 
One sparkle-tip pink plastic vibrating phallus 
from the rebound guy I dated to get over the other guy, 
but who ended up really wanting a guy-guy-girl 
threesome with the original guy I was trying to get over. 
Two diamond-chip-cluster promise rings 
set in white gold from the guys that said they loved me, 
and one "forever" ring, set in yellow gold, 
from the guy that I believed. 
Three rice cookers from three different guys, 
'cause what else do you get a half-Asian girl 
for Valentine's Day but ethnic-themed small appliances? 
Enough uncomfortable ruffled-back, boy-short, 
satin-front, T-back, G-string, V-string, virgin-white, siren-
red, bikini-cut, seamless, crotch-less, garter-hooked, hip-
hugger panties to open my own Victoria's Secret. 
I've got zebra-esque stretch marks from too many tiny tubs 
of break-up Haagen-Dazs and tear-stained copies 
of "He's Just Not That Into You" in both book and DVD. 
I've got a couple of things I could hawk on eBay. That's about it. 
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Not quite amazing or super 
But not bad either 
By Cody Klyne, Arts Editor 
F r years now, superheroes have been the hot shit . From the world of blockbuster movies, 
to their tie-in videogames, to series 
like Smallville and the aptly-named 
Heroes, muscle and mind-bound 
vigilantes have seen an unarguable 
boom in popularity. Well, dear 
readers, there's a new kid on NBC's 
super powered block. Dawning black 
leathers and a velvet cloak ... It's a 
bird! It's a plane! It's a somewhat 
satisfying superhero for the everyman! 
It's The Cape . 
Warning: The following are 
my impressions on the series pilot 
episode and will inevitably be loaded 
with spoilers . I'll dance around the 
specifics as best I can, but anticipate 
the revealing of some fairly key plot 
points. Readers beware! 
With a cast starring few notables 
beyond the venerable and gravel-
voiced Keith David and cult-favourite 
Summer Glau, The Cape follows the 
justice-driven exploits of do-gooder 
optimist Detective Vince Faraday. 
Forced to live the life of a vigilante 
after a predictable and grand betrayal 
involving his best-friend, a shipment 
of explosive potty-training dolls and a 
madman going by the alias of Chess, 
Faraday decides to take matters into 
his own hands in the one-man-against-
the-world hopes of rejoining with his 
wife and son. 
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While the above setup may, or 
may not, interest you- depending 
on your appreciation for cliches and 
superheroes to begin with-there's 
something to be said about the 
unexpected tongue-in-cheek humour 
sprinkled throughout that makes the 
mundaneness of the plot feel a little 
less significant. While the origins of 
Faraday's vigilante guise (based off 
of the titular character in his son's 
favourite comic book) is treated 
with overt seriousness, the fact that 
he acquires his "super" skills and 
equipment through a five-minute 
training montage with mystical 
bank robbing circus performers was 
enough to keep me at least mindlessly 
interested. Note: the first scene 
involving the cape that inevitably 
becomes Faraday's weapon of choice 
is hilarious, but more than likely not 
intentionally so. Retractable, velvety, 
and whip-like; scenes involving cape 
combat from this point forward will be 
a bit of a stress test for my ability to 
suspend my belief. 
Airing Monday nights at 9:00pm 
on NBC, while I can't come out 
and give The Cape a must-see 
recommendation, I think it will be 
interesting to see how the primary cast 
evolves, given the chance. Chock-a-
block with multiple evil organizations, 
deranged villains, and an overacting 
supporting actors, here's to hoping that 
The Cape is able to become more than 
the genre tropes it's made up of. 
Sensitive doesn't have to sound sad 
The Oh Wells; an exception to an antiquated rule 
Sad songs don't necessarily have to sound sad. With this in mind, it was just my luck 
to have the opportunity to interview 
a plucky, unapologetically sensitive, 
and genuinely optimistic band: The 
Oh Wells . With the release of their 
first album just around the comer, 
and with the associated release party 
taking place at The Railway Club 
only days away-This Thursday, $8 
cover, doors at 9:00pm-here's what 
they had to say. 
Cody Klyne: Who (or what) are 
The Oh Wells? 
The Oh Wells: A band! Daniel 
Roberts, Sarah Jickling, Molly 
Griffin, Tristan Paxton. Drummer 
pending. 
CK: Happy accident or diabolical 
scheme? 
TOW: Accidental diabolical scheme 
to gain happiness . Actually, that's 
probably the perfect description for 
us . 
CK: How long has the EP been in 
the works? 
TOW: We've been trying to record 
an EP for about two years, and 
after a few failed attempts we 
finally found (or were found by) an 
excellent producer who has helped 
us make The EP That We Love come 
into material existence in about four 
months. If you were to include the 
writing process though, it's been 
in the works since the band was 
CK: There's a really fun energy 
that comes through in a lot of the 
recordings you have posted online 
due, at least a little, to them being 
done live off the floor. Did you take 
to the studio for the album? 
TOW: Going to the studio gave us 
a more polished sound for sure , 
although we still did our best to 
record what we could off the floor. 
CK: I think it's fair to say that you 
guys have a plucky and upbeat 
sound and, from what I've heard 
lyrically, your songs are pretty 
diverse. What would you say, if 
any, are some key/reoccurring 
themes or sources of inspiration? 
TOW: For sources I would say 
our songs are inspired by our 
relationships, or lack thereof. For 
themes I would say bittersweet, 
bittersweet, and bittersweet. We 
don't want to sound sad and sorry 
for ourselves all the time, so we 
trick people. We tend to balance out 
sadder lyrics with upbeat melodies 
and/or humour. Not that we are 
always thinking and trying for that 
balance, it comes naturally, which I 
feel fairly safe in saying is reflective 
of our personalities. Oversensitive, 
but full of hope. 
CK: What's one thing readers can 
expect to see this Thursday night 
at The Railway Club? 
TOW: Excitement? Relief? Elation? 
Let's just be safe and say beer. 
By Stephanie Trembath, 
Life and Style Editor 
Generally, when girls travel or go on vacation it's typical to bring an extra-large suitcase 
in anticipation of purchasing new 
clothes, shoes or other superfluous 
paraphernalia while on excursions. 
I have a friend who is currently 
living in China, and she brought two 
entire empty suitcases with her to 
fill before she returns home. When 
I visited England I was forced to 
throw clothes out to make room 
for new items I bought, which 
didn ' t bode well with my sister as 
I tossed out a few of the t-shirts 
she lent me. However, in addition 
to splurging while I am away on 
clothes I cannot find in Vancouver, I 
also find it necessary to go shopping 
for an entire new wardrobe to wear 
throughout my trip. This usually 
means that I find a credit card bill as 
long as my arm when I arrive home, 
but I tell myself that I have a student 
line of credit so at least I pay a bit 
less interest . 
At any rate , I ended up spending 
a day downtown and discovered 
that tons of sales were still on from 
Christmas and prices were marked 
down even more than they were 
on Boxing Day, so I bought a few 
items that I can wear into spring . 
True Value Vintage , which is located 
at the intersection of Granville and 
Robson beside Chapters and A&W, 
is a funky vintage store that also 
sells new labels and jewellery in 
addition to recycled shoes, purses , 
and clothes . I found a military 
style denim jacket; marked down 
from $89 to $29 and a soft blue 
long sleeved shirt with feathered 
lfe and stYle I 
shoulders (similar to the French 
fashion currently featured in 
Montreal); marked down from $100 
to $20. 
Urban Outfitters is another· 
one of my favourite stores, and 
is currently between seasons and 
transitioning into spring wear so 
a lot of their clothes are marked 
down. While accessories and shoes 
never go on sale, the awesome black 
leather wedges I bought in October 
are back along with dozens of other 
new designs by Deena and Ozzy; 
their line of footwear ranges from 
$69 to $110 and I can honestly 
say that they are comfortable and 
practical for wearing to school . 
A quick tip from one of the 
appreciative staff at UO: between 
now and February all of their shirts, 
dresses , and pants will be further 
reduced, even the new arrivals , to 
make more room for their spring 
wear. So if you have the extra cash 
or are looking to put together a new 
outfit, Urban Outfitters is a good 
place to start; especially since most 
of their winter line is light enough 
and not so trendy that they can' t be 
worn into spring/summer. 
Alas, I am completely out of 
money for the moment , and my rent 
is due in two weeks , which means I 
will probably be eating peanut butter 
on crackers and Kraft dinner until 
I get paid. Did I mention I quit one 
of my jobs the other day? Looking 
back, I did it in hopes of having 
more time to study and improve my 
grades, but now I am immensely 
regretting this decision. I phoned my 
dad the other day and asked him to 
help me out, and he said no. By now, 
he knows better. 
Happy spending! 
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French Flair: Exploring Montreal's fashion scene 
By Stephanie Trembath, 
Life and Style Editor 
All year round Vancouver generously displays women wearing light jackets and ankle 
boots; baring skin with low necklines 
and delicately painted nails . Thanks to 
our moist air and somewhat snow-less 
winters, we are able to transition from fall 
into spring searnlessly; with the exception 
of an umbrella. Other provinces are not 
so fortunate with biting cold winters that 
force heavy scarves, mitts, long parkas, 
and high rubber soled boots to keep 
out the snow that steadily increases on 
sidewalks as January progresses . For this 
very reason, I always applaud the women 
who put together fashionable outfits 
despite the necessary bulky items and 
snow repellent wear. 
Montreal; otherwise known as 
Canada's fashion capital, with clothes that 
mimic European style and blend North 
American designs with classic French 
minimalism. Notorious for simple designs 
fused with vibrant colors, Montreal 
designs take advantage of cold winters in 
their city by utilizing all sorts of materials 
such as fur, leather, wool , and silk to 
create pieces that show off the beauty and 
culture of the unique French speaking 
province. As a city that is surrounded with 
historical architecture, massive cathedrals 
and the multi-cultural blend of European 
culture and traditions, Montreal 's fashion 
is reflective of many different styles that 
are showcased around the world. 
Fur is a featured trend this season; 
full length jackets in deep brown or 
caramel sporting fur lapels and high 
necks , or large fuzzy hats worn with dark 
sunglasses and red lipstick; knee high 
boots with fur trimming at the top and 
furry purses with long leather straps, and 
I am sure all of the French fashionistas 
aren't all wearing faux fur trimmings on 
their ornately designed outfits . While 
Vancouverites are less likely to go all in 
finding furry outfits , Montrealer 's look 
warm and fabulous decked out in their 
seasonal attire . 
Once you get out of the snow and 
away from the wind , long sleeve shirts 
bejewelled and elaborately decorated at 
the shoulder with ruffles, beads , feathers , 
and sequins are showcased; paired with 
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skinny jeans or patterned tights tucked 
into fitted boots. Similarly, these French 
fashionista's have a passion for fringe as 
purses, shoes, and even shirts are layered 
and fringed . Leather side bags with 
fringed zippers, silk shirts with fringed 
edges, and even shoes with fringed heels; 
like the fur fad, Montrealer's are sporting 
fringed detailing on all their pieces this 
winter. 
While rain and milder temperatures 
allows us B.C. born fashion followers to 
wear fewer layers and show more skin all 
year round , Montreal women bulk up in 
style. It almost makes me a bit envious 
to see layers offringe , fur and decorative 
designs on outerwear that would appear 
overdone and a little too warm in 
Vancouver. 
Sitting down with Douglas' President 
A profile of Dr. Scott McAlpine 
By Kennedy Kierans 
e Other Press sat down recently 
with Dr. Scott McAlpine, Douglas 
College's president, to get his 
thoughts on his time here so far and to 
find out some of what lies ahead for the 
College in the coming months . Here is an 
excerpt of that conversation. 
How would you assess the past 16 
months? 
It's been extraordinarily busy, 
extraordinarily productive, and absolutely 
delightful . There've been some challenges 
as well. I think the major challenge was 
developing the strategic plan. Quite 
often strategic plans are simply dust 
collectors on shelves . I assure you this 
will not be. We're already doing quite a 
bit of implementation on a number of the 
elements within it . 
For example, we've expanded the 
SFU partnership to include science. 
Science courses are now transferring to 
SFU without loss of credit. Clearly, the 
SFU partnership that we have initially 
was fairly small. We've now expanded 
it massively with science. In terms of 
numbers, I don't know if (the partnership) 
has doubled, but in terms of student 
opportunity it has. It's all about student 
mobility. 
Speaking of student mobility, there are 
a lot of international students at Douglas . 
Douglas College is probably one 
of the most diverse colleges, in terms of 
the student body, in Canada. The Lower 
Mainland has a phenomenally diverse 
population. And Douglas College needs 
to be a welcoming place for that diversity. 
We also need to prepare our students for 
global citizenship. Those two aspects make 
up the internationalization element of the 
strategic plan. 
Can you provide some specific 
examples? 
We are recruiting more international 
students now than ever before as this 
institution. But that's not, in itself, 
transformative of the institution. The 
study-abroad or field school programs, 
however, really are transformative to the 
individual. You get the appreciation for, 
an understanding of and an immersion in, 
a different culture than you're necessarily 
familiar with. That's why we're expanding 
the number of field school opportunities 
that we're offering this summer. 
The other thing that is fantastic 
about the field schools is that they are 
experiential learning, and we know that 
most students learn best by doing. There's 
a much greater depth of knowledge (when 
you learn experientially). That's why we 
are promoting these kinds of opportunities 
for the students . 
Now, there's also experiential learning 
that can go on in labs . We offer much 
more laboratory hands-on experience 
in the sciences than the major research 
universities . In some cases, the research 
universities will offer a three-credit , 
lecture-based course with, perhaps, an 
internet-based lab, whereas we will offer 
a five-credit course with a two-credit 
hands-on lab component. And this really 
prepares our students very, very well for 
second, third, fourth year, whatever it is 
that they're transferring into. · 
Again back to student mobility. 
Yes, but mobility is also about 
the student achieving their educational 
objectives. Education is an asset that 
people have that can never be taken 
away from them. Planning for your 
future really has to be about maximizing 
your opportunities. And post-secondary 
education will provide that to you. 
You touched on the subject of global 
citizenship. Can you expand on that? 
Certainly. Internationalization and 
preparing students to be good and effective 
global citizens has three phases. The first 
phase is the recruitment of international 
students. The second phase is the study-
abroad programs. The third phase involves 
the full integration and participation of 
international perspectives throughout our 
curriculum. What if we went to the third 
phase? We're trying to think through . 
what this third phase would be and what 
it would look like in a Douglas College 
environment. 
Earlier, you spoke about how proud 
Douglas is of the quality of its teachers. 
But I know that one of the other key pieces 
of the strategic plan is upgrading that 
further still. 
Yes, we have excellent teachers at 
this ·nstitution, but can we get better? Of 
course. Philosophically, we can always 
get better, we can always improve. Now, 
what do we need to have? We need to 
have the ability for our instructors who are 
interested, and capable, to do research, 
to continue to inspire them, to continue 
to fire up their minds, or move them in 
that direction. If there's new teaching 
technologies emerging, people need to 
know how to use it , and sometimes it's not 
that easy. (As well,) there's always new 
research going on in education, and so we 
need to be up to speed on current practices 
and so forth . And so when we talk about 
quality, and improvement of our quality, 
that's not a critique at all. That's simply 
a recognition of the need for continuous 
professional development of our faculty 
and our staff. 
And we know that that mindset has 
been reflected in our results . The average 
grade (for a student) entering Douglas 
College is lower than the average grade 
(for a student) entering SFU. But we 
know that on average, and we have 
the data on this from SFU; I've seen 
it recently, students who exit Douglas 
College at the end of year two do as well 
as, if not better, than students who started 
SFU from year one. Those students have 
been transformed by the excellence in 
our classrooms, of the instructors and 
the teaching and learning environment at 
Douglas College, have been transformed 
from not that great a performer 
academically into those absolutely as 
good as, if not better than, the students 
who enter SFU (directly). That's quality. 
That's teaching practice and 
methods. But what about technology? 
How does the College walk the line 
between keeping cu"ent with technology 
and how they deliver cu"iculum, while 
not chasing every new technology that 
comes up? 
Our orientation is to look more 
towards state-of-the-practice rather 
than state-of-the-art. State-of-the-art is 
elusive, you'll never get there. You might 
have some elements or some centres of 
excellence that are state-of-the-art. That's 
fine. For example, our nursing labs , those 
are state-of-the-art. It made sense from a 
teaching perspective to put our simulation 
labs in, recognizing that the nursing 
students learn by doing and learn from 
mistakes. And you better not, as a nurse, 
be making too many mistakes on live 
patients. In nursing, if you make mistakes, 
people die. 
And having these labs is one way 
Douglas distinguishes itself. 
The competition within BC [amongst 
academic institutions] needs to be to the 
advantage of students. And it can be, 
because we c~ offer quite differentiated 
educational experience, and quite a robust 
one, where we have a variety of different 
courses and programs that students can go 
to. And what happens is that the students 
vote with their feet. 
. We have to give students a reason to 
pick somewhere and to stay there. 
And I'm here to tell you that 
Douglas will give them that reason. 
Look at the Print Futures program, for 
example. Not all institutions can offer 
that same program. We have some unique 
individuals who are so full of energy. The 
instructors make the program. There are 
many other programs as well but at the 
end of the day, across the entire College, 
it's about the excellence of instruction and 
services that will distinguish the Douglas 
College experience. 
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By Jacey Gibb 
W hen a band goes on hiatus it usually means: a) they' re breaking up 
forever or b) they 're breaking up for 
right now but if ever in the future one 
of the members needs money, you' ll 
still pay large amounts of money to 
see them live. Either way you look at 
the situation, it sucks . So when one 
of my favourite bands , Bloc Party, 
announced an indefinite hiatus at the 
end of 2009, I could read the subtitles 
of what they were really saying. But 
last month when I saw that Matt 
Tong of Bloc Party was doing a DJ 
set in Vancouver, I knew I couldn't 
miss the chance to see him live 
again, even if it was only him. All 
the advertisements heavily promoted 
Matt's previous involvement with 
Bloc Party and one could have easily 
inferred this would be an evening 
filled with him spinning tracks from 
the band's divine discography. 
I was painfully mistaken. 
The evening started with a 
handful of opening DJs which I could 
not have cared less about. I didn't 
go to Shine Nightclub to listen to 
overplayed club music; I went for 
an evening of Bloc Party. Yet by 
the time I realized it was Matt Tong 
playing the music , he had already 
been doing so for twenty minutes. 
Confusion was heavily present. 
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Several people who came to the 
show early like I had were equally 
annoyed at how their expected night 
with Bloc Party had been taken over 
by Rihanna and Lady Gaga remixes. 
I waited for another hour or so before 
abandoning hope of hearing any of 
Matt 's former glory and left the club. 
Unfortunately this wasn't my 
first experience with misleading 
DJ sets . About two years prior, 
some friends and I did a road trip 
to Calgary to see Chromeo perform 
a DJ set. I wasn't a fan but wanted 
to party so I tagged along. After the 
show I was greeted with waves of 
negativity as my friends were all 
pissed at how only one Chromeo 
song had made an appearance, 
despite the show going on for several 
hours. 
I cannot believe that DJ sets like 
these are allowed to be so heavily 
promoted by band association when 
they have nothing in common except 
the band members themselves. If 
you have nothing better to do while 
your lead singer pursues a more 
successful solo career, go read a 
book or something. If becoming a 
DJ is something you are seriously 
considering for your future , don't 
rely on the success of your previous 
band in order to make a name for 
yourself. You' ll end up disappointing 
your actual fans. 
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Embrace your friendly neighborhood superheroes 
war of 
Words 
By Sharon Miki 
Hey kids, there's no such thing as Santa and the Easter Bunny's dead, but if you find yourself face to face with a unlawful situation or criminal scoundrel , you can 
legitimately hope that a Wonder Woman-incarnate will save you, 
thanks to Real Life Superheroes. 
Sure, it's easy to write off the latest crop of Real Life 
Superheroes as nothing but loons and crazies.After all , people 
who register with and live by the code of the Real Life Superhero 
organization are just everyday citizens who have committed 
to dress and act in the same vein as their iconic comic book, 
superhero idols . This is not exactly what most would consider 
"normal" behavior; not everyone is willing to swath themselves 
in lycra and stand up to random law-breakers . However, not 
everyone needs to be normal to find a cause. If someone wants to 
strap on a codpiece and help keep my community and me safe, I 
say go for it , Batman. 
First of all, it's important to understand that while Real 
Life Superheroes are proud, self-declared crime fighters, 
the organization is not a vigilante gang of thugs . Rather, the 
organization encourages citizens dedicated to community service 
to participate in a visible culture of crime reduction. Individuals 
register on the organization website and become part of an 
online society which, according to the organization's website, 
encourages heroics in the form of civic activities, charity work, 
public safety patrols, hospital visits, school talks , distributing 
wanted and missing person fliers, helping the homeless, 
community clean-ups and crime fighting. In this way, Real Life 
Superheroes take on the nitty-gritty, low-prestige tasks that most 
of us non-superheroes are too lazy or lethargic to do. Where's the 
Real life super heroes 
Nothing Super about the Idea 
By Jacey Glbb 
L ook in the sky! It's a bird! It's a plane! It's a delusional fanboy trying to live out a lifelong fantasy! While news that everyday, normal people are donning capes and masks 
in an effort to help protect their neighbourhoods may sound 
r----------' exciting at first, people need to look at this phenomenon from a 
different perspective. 
After all, who when they were younger didn't dream of 
conjuring up a second identity; one with super powers and 
cool gadgets that would aid in stopping the nefarious villain of 
the week? These fantasies were harmless when we were kids 
because they were just that: fantasies. With people releasing 
these ambitions upon the real world, they're jeopardizing not just 
themselves but others as well. 
The obvious concern would be for the hero's own personal 
safety. In comic books the hero always stumbles into some 
trap where they're seconds away from death or are about to 
have their brains turned into wallpaper by a criminal who is 
about to pull the trigger. Yet the hero (almost) always finds a 
way to evade death and save the day/town/girl/cat from up in a 
tree. Real-life situations aren't always as happy-ended as those 
above. In real-life, if a criminal has a gun, they're probably 
going to skip their explanatory monologue and go ahead and 
shoot you, no hesitation. These Real Life Super Heroes aren't 
being complete idiots with their personal safety; on their website 
there's information on what articles of protection work best 
against bullets, knifes ect. But those things don't make a person 
invincible. 
Another issue I have is with how the RLSH's operate. One 
harm in that? 
Further, while they may stand out in a crowd, the tights, 
capes and body armor of Real Life Superheroes are both 
functional and symbolic. These "superheroes" dress in homage 
to the comic book superheroes that have become a part of our 
pop-culture vernacular to clearly display their intentions to make 
a positive difference in the community. In criminal situations, 
the superheroes say that their unusual outfits function to disarm 
criminals who may be confused or put off by the hero garb , as 
well as to alert police of who the "good guys" are. 
For the skeptics that say that crime fighting should be left 
entirely to the police, and that organizations like Real Life 
Superheroes are encouraging people with mental-health issues to 
utilize false power and authority over people, I say that if people 
are crazy they' re going to be crazy no matter what. Participating 
in a fun , community-minded association dedicated to making the 
world a better place is not going to suddenly make a sane person 
a vigilante. Moreover, if a supervillian were to emerge, would it 
not be helpful to pick them out if they were wearing a cape and 
goggles? 
We live in an apathetic society that breeds crime-no one 
cares , no one wants to get involved- because the vast majority 
of us are ill-equipped or fearful of confronting danger. If we 
are not all willing to take a stand against crime, we should at 
least support those who are instead of laughing at them. I, for 
one, can tell you this: the next time I see a guy patrolling the 
neighborhood in tights, I will not scoff. Instead, I will give him a 
wink from behind my super-mask and wave my cape in salute. 
look at their website makes it seem like a promotional campaign 
for a new movie corning out. As soon as the page loads, you're 
greeted with an ad for a site that asks you if you "need some 
super threads before you destroy evil?" with a chiselled man 
beside it. There's also a gallery with fan-art of RLSH and even a 
registry where you can a glimpse of what these people look like 
and where they operate out of. If these people really wanted to 
make a difference, you think they would want to stay more low-
key than this. How are they supposed to stop crime if they're too 
busy dealing with public relations? It seems the majority of these 
people aren't interested in actually doing good but are rather 
seeking to become an overnight celebrity. And hey, its working 
isn't it? 
My personal opinions aside, having people roaming 
the streets playing superhero will no doubt have long term 
consequences. The people most likely to be influenced by it: 
children. When you're a kid, superheros are, well, your heroes. 
Yet at that age it's harder to differentiate between make-believe 
and real world. An image from the movie V for Vendetta where a 
young girl is killed while impersonating the vigilante V is exactly 
what comes to mind here. If children are exposed to the idea that 
dressing up and fighting crime can be done in real-life, what's to 
stop them from doing it themselves? A situation where a twelve 
year old decides it's their time to 'accept their destiny' and 
protect the innocent can't end well. 
The idea of ordinary citizens taking it upon themselves to 
clean up the streets works better when it's a movie or a TV show, 
but when it's executed in real-life, there's real-life repercussions. 
I strongly suggest these superheroes keep their underwear on the · 
inside their pants, where it's supposed to be. 
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Insufficient (Fun)ds: Royal Canadian Legion karaoke nights 
Tt1is ain't your Grandpa's karaoke night. Actually. 
By Jacey Gibb 
I f you're reading this far into my article it means you're one of two kinds of people: either 
you're someone whose in to karaoke 
or at least willing to read about it 
OR you're someone that hates it 
so much that you feel compelled to 
gander at an article with the word in 
the headline if only so you can tear it 
apart later. To be honest, I too have 
had to endure my share of evenings 
filled with bad lighting and cheesy 
ballads being belted out by fifty year 
olds clinging to their youth. So when 
someone told me about Wednesday 
night karaoke at the Royal Canadian 
Legion bar on Main Street, I was 
sceptical at best. How could two 
opposites come together well enough 
to create an event that warranted 
someone actually recommending it to 
me? Little did I know that the Legion 
bar's karaoke Wednesdays were 
anything but a sour note. 
The thing that stood out to me 
right away when I walked into the 
Legion bar for the first time was how 
casual the environment was. Perfectly 
placed on Main Street, between tenth 
and Eleventh Avenue, the bar is a 
perfect mixture of the old with the 
new. It's not a glamorous evening 
night out on Granville Street where 
you'll be waiting in line for an hour 
to get into the club. Instead you find 
yourself immediately getting checked 
for ID and then let into a bar where 
for once, people aren't devoting 
all their energy to getting laid that 
night. In contrast, the atmosphere 
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is much more relaxed as everyone 
just tries to have a good time. The 
bar boasts two main areas: the first 
room is filled with rows of tables and 
chairs, a couple shuffleboard tables 
and in the comer, the source of the 
evening's entertainment, the karaoke 
stage. On the other side of a dividing 
wall, there are multiple pool tables 
(although numerous are reserved for 
club members only) with additional 
tables for those who aren't interested 
in having to talk over the roar of 
classic, eighties pop music being 
reinvented in the next room over. By 
eight o'clock, the place usually starts 
to fill up. 
Probably the most appealing 
characteristic that the Legion bar has 
going for it is how absurdly cheap 
alcohol is. Pints of beer run for 
under four dollars while hard alcohol 
also stays fairly low in price, when 
compared to other places that charge 
six fifty for a mere rum and coke. 
Once securing a table to call 
home base for the evening, I'd 
recommend you snatch up a song 
catalogue right away and put your 
requests in early. The first night I 
went, I submitted my songs at around 
ten pm and didn't end up making the 
cut. Probably best to quickly down a 
couple of pints early on and get your 
stage fright over with as opposed to 
putting it off. The selection to choose 
your musical-poison from is actually 
fairly impressive too. Well, maybe 
impressive isn't the word for it but 
I was surprised to see various songs 
that had been released only a couple 
of months prior. Don't worry though; 
the bulk of the play lists are composed 
of singles that you wouldn't hear 
anywhere else (except maybe on your 
ipod when no one is looking). 
The shuffleboard tables close 
early in the evening so it's best to 
get a game or two in right after you 
submit your karaoke numbers . The 
pool tables in the far room offer the 
usual fun but unfortunately they're 
usually backed up with regulars who 
will actually take the cue ball with 
them when they go for a smoke or 
piss, leaving the table empty yet 
unplayable. 
In the end though, the real 
entertainment at karaoke night comes 
from karaoke itself. Even if you're 
not much of a singer, the joys of 
sitting back and watching two men 
sing "I Don't Wanna Miss a Thing" is 
something that will never get old. The 
crowd isn't there to hear American 
Idol wannabes auditioning; they're 
there to see drunk people make 
fools of themselves and have fun 
while doing it. Ultimately, the Royal 
Canadian Legion Bar and Karaoke 
Wednesdays comes together to make 
a surprisingly perfect match and I 
hope they continue to make sweet 
music together for a while to come. 
This is another one of those 
Insufficient (Fun)ds that doesn't 
really have a set dollar amount on 
how much it costs. Like I pointed out 
earlier, alcohol here is cheaper than 
I've seen at any other bar around 
town and there's no cover charge 
to get in. Technically you could get 
away with not spending any money 
at all and just enjoy the karaoke 
sober. On second thought, ignore that 
oxymoron. 
Damage: Twenty dollars should go a 
long way. Bring more if you want to 
enjoy the other activities. 
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor 
I s the act of throwing darts against a circular board fixed on a wall considered a sport? The common 
popular social game that is often found 
at pubs and bars all across the world 
and most notably in Europe, where it 
was originally invented, has blown up 
over the past couple of years. With up 
to 20 sections where the specific dart 
can land for a certain amount of points 
that ranges from zero to 20 along with 
double and triple rings, it is indeed an 
entertaining game to see. Whichever 
friend will end up as the winner with 
the most accumulated points at the 
end of the rounds is a mystery until it 
happens, kind of like any other sports 
game. The act of throwing darts against 
a board is fun especially when you are 
the person who is playing the game 
rather than the one who's doing the 
watching, now that's the best. But what 
if we can put both those scenarios into 
one, watching and playing darts at the 
same time? Well today's your lucky 
day, nowadays you can get the best 
of both worlds; throwing darts while 
watching professionals do the same on 
the good old television. 
Have a drink with your brews and 
try and land your dart in the center of 
the hull's eye while swaying back and 
forth (because you're a little buzzed) 
for the most points. A game that you 
and your friends can enjoy at a pub 
while consuming an ongoing pace 
of alcoholic beverages has become a 
sport ... What are we going to see next, 
the popular kings' cup and flip cup or 
even better, beer pong drinking games 
airing on TSN with full coverage and 
behind the scenes interviews? It could 
happen. Now the sound of that is a little 
ridiculous but if throwing a dart against 
a board can pass than I'm sure a team 
of drinking party-goers against another 
team of rowdy hooligans downing 
beers after winning or losing a game of 
beer pong can pass as well. It would be 
a lot more entertaining, that's for sure. 
Especially if a few of those individuals 
happen to be a couple of hot foxes, 
male or female, that's always a bonus. 
Darts was first televised in Britain 
way back in 1962 and since then has 
branched out quite tremendously that 
there is now a US Open, Grand Slam 
of Darts, a World Championship, a 
Premier League, UK Open, Las Vegas 
Desert Classic, etcetera ... the list goes 
on and on but over the years it has 
become increasingly more popular. 
If this particular game, that started 
in the pub back in 1962 where the 
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heart of drinking is, has become a 
sport than any things possible. Beer 
pong anyone? 
If you're aged 18-30, live in BC, and want to 
learn about transportation, sustainability and 
planning, apply to attend by January 31, 2011. 
See translink.ca/bcyouthsummit for full details! 
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Canucks corner 
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor 
T he Vancouver Canucks suffered their first loss in regulation in ages 
last Thursday night against the 
New York Rangers in an all but 
entertaining match that ended in 
a 1-0 decision in favour of the 
Rangers. It was the Canucks' first 
loss in regulation since December 
fifth against the St. Louis Blues 
in a 3-2 match and their very first 
game this season that they've been 
shutout from an opposing team. 
This particular game has been 
marked on my calendar as a classic 
to watch for a while now and it was 
definitely anything but, a total bust 
with barely any quality scoring 
chances. But what are you going to 
do ... you win some you lose some. 
Even with the loss however, it has 
still been quite a successful long 
haul between the Blues and the 
Rangers upsets that has a 14-0-3 
record to show for it ... not so bad for 
the number one team in the league. 
Vancouver is still the leader of 
the pack from the rest of the NHL 
with a 29-9-6 record and 64 points 
heading into this past Sundays game 
against Minnesota. 
Back-up goaltender Cory 
Schneider was between the pipes 
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against Marian Gaborik's Rangers 
and was handed his first regulation 
loss of the season as well. He was 
instrumental however, with terrific 
saves throughout the night but 
not terrific enough to stop Wojtek 
Wolski's beautiful wrist shot on a 
breakaway which ended up being 
the only goal in the game. Hernik 
Lundqvist was handed his sixth 
shutout of the season which places 
him first overall in that category for 
the 31 save effort. 
Coach Alain Vigneault hasn't 
been afraid to start Schneider this 
past month because he's been 
playing so well and it seems almost 
as though number 35 is getting 
to start every third game lately. 
Schneider now holds an 8-1-2 
record, a .929 SV% and a 2.21 
GAA compared to Roberto Luongo 
who boasts a 21-8-4 record, a 
.922 SV% and a 2.33 GAA. With 
those numbers you know that their 
goaltender tandem isn't going to last 
very much longer. Whether it is next 
month, the end of this season, or the 
end of next season, there's going to 
be some sort of change. Schneider's 
increasing his stock value and will 
be huge trade bait towards the trade 
deadline in February if the Canucks 
need to add anything to their 
already all-star roster or perhaps 
if an injury occurs. But at the same 
time when the post season creeps up 
on the Canucks front door it's a nice 
insurance policy to have two grade 
A goaltenders backing up the team 
on the last line of defence. It will be 
interesting to see what changes or if 
any GM Mike Gillis will make come 
trade deadline day. 
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Seattle Seahawks: Zero to hero in 
wildcard round 
By David Hollinshead 
T he Wildcard round of the NFL playoffs brought us a few surprises, but no one expected 
the 7-9 Seattle Seahawks to beat the 
defending Super Bowl champions, 
the 11-5 New Orleans Saints. Seattle 
came into this game being the first 
team in the league's history to win 
the division and make the playoffs 
with a losing record; but in the 
watered down NFC West division, 
they took the division title by a 
technicality from the St. Louis Rams 
who finished with the same record. 
Matt Hassel beck, quarterback of 
the Seahawks, was cleared to play 
two days before the actual game 
with an injury where he had to have 
fluid drained from his hip, threw for 
272 yards and four touchdowns, a 
playoff career high, after an up-and-
down career since his Super Bowl 
loss a few years ago to the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. The Seahawks had a 34-20 
lead in the fourth quarter, and the 
Saints appeared to be attempting 
one of their patented fourth quarter 
comebacks. Until 'Hawks running 
back Marshawn Lynch burst up the 
right side, breaking several tackles 
in one of the greatest runs in NFL 
playoff history to put the Saints 
away once and for all. 
Saints QB Drew Brees, 
considered one of the premier pivots 
in the league, finished the day with 
a playoff record 39 completions on 
60 attempts for 404 yards and two 
touchdowns. After Lynch's score, 
he led his team to score 16 points in 
a comeback attempts before Saints 
kicker Garrett Hartley's onside 
kick went too far and was fell into 
'Hawks TE John Carlson's awaiting 
arms. The Seahawks will now go to 
Chicago to play the Bears, hoping 
for another miracle performance. 
In other games, the Green 
Bay Packers eked out a 21-16 
victory over the Michael Vick led 
Philadelphia Eagles, hurting even 
more Vick's chances at the MVP. 
The Packers will go into Atlanta to 
take on the Falcons. The New York 
Jets, the team everyone loves to 
hate, in a surprise victory, took out 
Peyton Manning and the Colts in a 
17-16 victory that went right down 
to the wire, despite Jets QB Mark 
Sanchez playing very inconsistently. 
The Jets will travel to Foxborough 
to take on hated division rivals: The 
New England Patriots. In less of a 
surprise, the Baltimore Ravens blew 
out the Kansas City Chiefs 30-7, 
ending their story book season. 
Baltimore will travel to Pittsburgh 
to play their division rivals, the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. 
Ovechkin vs. Crosby 
S idney Crosby or Alexander Ovechkin .. . who's the better player? It's hard to say. They're 
both international NHL superstars 
who have completely turned their 
own respective teams around since 
being drafted into the NHL in a 
180 degree direction to success. 
The Pittsburgh Penguins star has 
most notably brought his team to 
consecutive Stanley Cup finals (and 
one championship) in the 2008 season 
and winning in the 2009 season while 
the Washington Capitals sniper on 
the other hand has yet to get past the 
second round in the playoffs of the 
three appearances that he's made with 
his team. 
With the first part of the NHL 
season over its safe to say that 
Crosby has overshadowed Alexander 
Ovechkin in the regard of being the 
most productive in terms of points 
and the overall better player. He's 
currently first in the league with 32 
goals and 66 points in 41 games 
which is 21 points ahead of his rival, 
Alexander the Great, who has just 
15 goals and 45 points. He's on pace 
for a career low this season of just 
27 goals and 54 assists which is still 
remarkably good but the only thing 
is that he has set the bar so high for 
himself in the past which proves to 
be the factor. In the 2005-06 season 
he scored 52 goals, in the 2006-07 
season he put 46 markers in the back 
of the net and the next year he was 
absolutely remarkable, potting 65 
tallies . Going from such a productive 
rate to being on pace for only 27 goals 
is quite a sight to see, especially for 
one of the best players to ever play ·the 
game. But with that being said we all 
know how number eight can instantly 
explode out of the starting gate and go 
on a scoring frenzy, seemingly out of 
nowhere. He's done it before and he 
can do it again. 
But now is the real test, the final 
drive before the post-season. 
Last year both captains tied for 
second in league leading points for 
109 and in the past couple of years 
both have broken the 100 point barrier, 
but Ovechkin was always the one on 
top. This year Sid the Kid went on 
a 25 game point streak for 50 points 
which kind of set him in the right 
direction. But since then he recently 
got a concussion in the Winter Classic 
game where he was blindsided after 
the whistle blew and has missed five 
games and has yet to practice with 
the team. Uh oh! This would be the 
perfect time for the Capitals sniper to 
jump up on the opportunity and tie up 
with Canada's number one player. 
The first half of the season has 
got to go to Sidney Crosby who has 
l>een the best player in the NHL and 
MVP for his team. The score is 1-0 
half way through the season, between 
both stars. 
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ROYAL TOWERS APPTS. 
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SUITES FROM $600.00 
INCLUDES: 
•Heat 
•Hot Water 
• Local Phones 
• TIER I Cable 
•Internet 
140- 6th st. New Westminster 
Across from Douglas College 
COLD BEER AND 
WINES lORE 
open 7 days a week, 
9am-llpm 
Now Featuring 
Cans of 18 for the 
price of 15 on 
Kokanee & Canadian 
CLANCY'S 
SPORTS BAR 
II BIG SCREEN TVs 
I 02" Theat:re Screen 
OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 
$4.00/lb 
CHICKEN WINGS 
MON &THURS 
MON-THURS FREE 
PARKING w/ min $10 
PURCHASE 
What is better: Coke or Pepsi? 
By Maria Asselin-Roy, Photographer 
Racheal Walden 
· Anthropology 
"Pepsi, because it doesn't taste like aspartame." 
Zachary Wood 
Theatre 
"I'm going to say Coke because it's a classic." 
Check out the new lbltnlct exhibit outalde of the Llura C. Muir Preforming Arta Theatre! 
Caitlin Buss 
Medical Office Assistant 
"Coke, because I was peer pressured into it." 
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Hit the Button! 
Checkout 
on line services 
www.dsu18.ca 
also news, events 
&Facebook 
Health & Dental Plan 
November 2010 the Students' Union saw the largest voter turnout in our history with Douglas 
students voting 94% in favour of a $30/month U-Pass. Congratulations! 
The Douglas Students' Union and Douglas College are finalizing eligibility for full-time and 
part-time students who pay Students' Union fees. All students taking a course of at least 3 credits 
and paying Students' Union fees will be required to participate in the program. All eligable students 
will be automatically enroled in the program: you do not need to sign up. 
The College anticipates implementing the program May 1, 2011 . 
Jan. 20 
8pm-1am 
Pub Night 
